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On The Cover

The picture on the cover is of “Old Skim Milk Bridge” taken by Joan Pierce of the Mass. Fish 
and Game in April of 2015.  It was taken from the East bank downstream looking back at the 
bridge.  Research has shown that this bridge, possibly built in 1704-1706, may be the oldest 
stone bridge of its type remaining in the U.S.A..  There is a small group of concerned citizens 
that would like to obtain “State Historical Site “ recognition for this location thereby making it 
eligible for State grant money to insure preservation.

There are several different stories of historical folklore explaining the  “Skim Milk” name but 
the most plausible is that under the silt at the bottom of the river and continuing downstream 
for about a mile there is a vein of rare white clay.  The Stiles and Hart brick company of 
Bridgewater once mined some of it to make decorative white brick facades for fireplaces and 
entry ways.  In the process of constructing the footing for the bridge the clay was stirred causing 
the river to turn “milky” to give the appearance of skimmed milk.

The old bridge can be best reached by entering the “Bay Circuit Trail” on the North East side 
of where the river crosses Scotland Street and following it 1/3 mile down the river to the bridge 
where Maple street used to cross.  It also can be reached by walking upstream on the Bay 
Circuit Trail from the end of Clinton Road and the Forest Street Bridge to Maple Street.

Warren Turner


